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THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 


TO THE, DEBT COMMITTER OF THE SHEFFIELD 
TRADES. 

Grwtiemen,—Agreeably to what was stated in last 
week's /Zraminer, we proceed, again, to give extracts 
from your very lengthy epistle of the 25th of January 
last. Indeed, we find, from the small progress we have 
made in replying to your unfounded statements, that if 
we are to follow the course laid down in our former 
rematke, we shall never come te a conclusion. We 
shall be compelled therefore to limit, what we have to 
ray, toa very few words; and this,. we shall do, from 
the cenviction, that the injustice of your conduct will 
be so glaringly obvious to all, who are acquainted with 
cur past proceedings, that the slightest reflection will 
show, that we are a much-abused and ill-used body of 
men. We shall do this, also, from the feeling, that you 
may imagine, from the time and space occupied by us, 
in animadverting on your epistle, it is our desire to 
extend our remarks to an undue length, for no other 
purpose than that of obstructing you from again ap- 
pearing before the public, until some time had elapord, 
and thus weaken the impression, you are desirous ot 
making, not by argument, but by delay. We disclaim 
any intention of this kind, and therefore proceed, at 
ence, to give the remaining paragraphs of your last pro- 
duction, merely interspersing, hyre and there, a few 
words of our own, so as to point ont, in the shortest 
possible manner, the potson that may lurk bereath the 
surface of your wily epistle. 

You say, 

“ But,.to progeed: by.a succession of delegates sve remained with 
you about twelve weeks,. at an expense of £127, in the hope of 
getting some arrangements entered into, whereby we could be re- 


cruiting our funds, for the purposes above named. Instead of 
accomplishing this object, we received £60 6s. 34.; so that in- 
stead of getting any help from you, we spent £127, to get 
£60 6s. 334! If you have a blush in your cheek, or throb in 
your breast, let it be evidenced on reading such statements of 
facts. Should not the above warrant us in using the language 
complained of? Turn to your Examiner: read every page, from 
the time we came amongst you last, See where you can point out 
where our necessity was pleaded. Is there a single “ leader” in 
our favour? No! number succeeded number, until at last comes 
the one stating “‘THAT EVERY OTHER CONSIDERATION MUST 
SINK INTO NOTHINGNEss,”’ until the £5,000 fund is raised ! 

In reply to this, we beg to state, that, instead of your 
expending £127 to induce us to pay £60 6s. 34d., the 
reverse is the fact, for we paid you £60 6s. 34d. in 
spite of your expending £127 to do us all the injury 
you possil:ly cou'd. We paid you a larger sum than 
the one here sta’ed, without the desire to put you to the 
lenst expense whatever; but of your motive, in expend- 
ing £127 IN TWELVE WEEKS, we will leave all 
dispassicnate men to judge. To us, it appears an ex- 
travagant sum; and would almost warrant the expres- 
sion, you have laboured so hard tv place in the mouth 
of our res}-ected friend Sawyer, but whose words were 
intended to convey the idea, that it would be much bet- 
ter, if the money paid by us towards the liquidation of 
your claims, went direct to the trades of Sheffield, than 
for it to be expended in eating and drinking; and idle- 
ness here. Neither-Mr. Kirk, nor any Other delegate, 
from Sheffield, were intended to be called idle men ; 
and yet such is the impression that your words would 
convey. : 

The quotation of “ every other consideration sinking 
| into nothingness” is no justification of your conduct to- 
‘ wards us; as that expression.was used since your con- 

demnation of our characters and proceedings ; and was 
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made applicable to the imminent danger, in which we, 
as a body of operatives, were placed, frou the introduc- 
tion of mechanical appliances into the manufacture of 
our tride. 

Your remark about the Examiner you will find is 
entirely uncalled for, when youreflect for what purpose, 
you expended £127 in twelve weeks. 

Again, 

“You say, another resolution was passed, to the effect, ‘ That 
600 addresses on behalf of the Sheffield claims be got up and cir- 
culated in this district.” So it was; and we waited three weeks 
on expenses before they were got ready. When they did appear, 
they were addressed to Non-unionists, and sent to US for dis- 
tribution! 

Fact :—that address first appeared in the Ezaminer, 
addressed to parties not in union ; was extracted ; printed 
at our expense; was about to be distributed by us, when 
one of your own friends proposed, that they be placed 
in your hands, from the conviction, that you felt desiro»s 
to have them. Why, then, torture a good deed into a 
bad one? 

You next ask, 

“« How many hours have we had to wait, before we could get an 
interview with you? How frequently have we gone away without 


applied, more than £2,000, out of funds, some of which were 
raised by 2s. 6d. contributions. Yet, you could not afford us in 
return more than a Aa/f-penny levy, when your members were 
only paying sizpenny and ninepenny contributions! But enough 
of this: our feelings will not allow us to go further into this part 
of the subject. Place yourselves in our situations, pledged as we 
are to refund the money leut you. Come and meet the often re- 
peated question, ‘‘ When shall we have our money back from the 
Potteries?’ Come and share our restless nights, occasioned by 
your neglect: then return to the Potteries, and meet the treat- 
ment we experienced, and you will join with us in the language 
complained of. 

“Cease your cry of injustice from your employers !—Never 
more complain of the enemies of labour, until you know how to 
appreciate the kindness of a friend, and reciprocate the feelings 
of a deliverer. 

These remarks do not apply to us, but to the ‘* Nob- 
sticks,” with whom you sympathize. Had the Non- 
Unionists done as we wished them to do, your debt 
would have been discharged before now ; or had they 
paid as mie) as we have paid, you would have had, 
now, in your pockets, £600 for the last year’s receipts ; 
and would have been in a fair way of receiving the re- 
mainder. ‘To the * Nobsticks,” then your words apply. 
*“No, no,” as you s y, “let them take them to them- 





being officially informed of the result of our business? one after 
another of you stealing away, as if we had been some superna- 
tural agencies, come to haunt you for some deeds of darkness! 
Thus did we remain, disappointed, deceived, delayed and insulted, 
until we could bear it no longer. Now came our resolve to visit 
you but once more, prior to giving up all hope of success, to 
which occasion we shall always allude with mingled feelings of 
pity and disgust. We got an interview —we told you plainly and 
honestly our course, when we were told by a young man of the 
name of Sawyer, “ that we were only come to eat and drink what 
we could get, and to idle away our time.” We were told by ano- 
ther, (Nixon,) that the Potters owed nothing, being BANKRrvpTs ! 
‘This, our last interview, was closed by another worthy pro- 
posing the resolution “ That wee'n dun au we con, and wee'n 
do nu moor.” 

To this we have nothing further to state than, that we 
defy you to prove, that we ever refused you admission 
to our room; but this we have done, we have refused 
admission to delegates of our own trade from Yorkshire, 
on purpose to allow us time, to adnit you. 

We leave the introduction of the names of working 
men in the coldmns of a public journal, in connection 
with trades’ matters, to your own sense of honour and 
justice. It may be one of the methods, by which you 
intend ‘consulting manufacturers.” If so, we leave 
such methods to your own clear conscience ; hoping, in 
your after years, that your reflections may not “ prick, 
and sting you.” 

[et it not be forgotten, that, when you “ got an in- 
terview,” you asked for £50 down, and £20 a werk 
afterwards, which we had not the power to grant, and 
so referred your demands to the branches. 

You next state, ° 

“Would time, and the space allowed for this letter permit us 
to go into an exhibition of our conduct to you, placed in juxta- 
position with your treatment of us, what a difference would ap- 
pear! Let us, however just inquire. Did we leave your delegates 
as you left our’s? Were they kept in suspense as you kept our’s? 
Were they delayed by empty resolutions, as you delayed our’s ? 


selves !_let them wear them !__they have earned them 
| well! and no one shall deprive them of what they have 
}so nobly won! While we have a tongue to speak, or a 

en to write in maintenance of such noble deeds, these 
| shall be theirs i 

You further state, 

“ The resolutions you bring forward, passed prior to September 
last, are only brought forward to deceive, or to fill up your de- 
fence, as they have not the remotest bearing on our address to 
you. We complained of your conduct, in and since September 
last, and not of what you did, or said, in July, or the preceding 
months. To oblige you, however, we will allow you the whole 
time you ¢laim; and what does it amount to? Why, that a num- 
ber of young men—say fourteen hunired, have paid about £140 
in one year, being about 2s. each in twelve months, or rather 
better than one farthing weekly !—a sum more suited to the child's 
market apple or sugar stick, than to pay off a trades’ debt of 
eight years’ standing. 

Fact again:—If what, you here state, be true, and 
potters generally had paid the same, you would be in 
possession of £70) for the past year. Double that, 
and your claims are cancelled! Who, then, is to blame? 
; those, who have paid one half what they owe, or those, 
who have paid nothing? What good, kind, honest 
creatures the ** Nubsticks” of our trade must be! and 
how wronz it was in ns, to call them “ black-hearted !” 
Really! we are a harsh set of men ;—‘ young men!” or 
rather “ lads!” we should have said. 

Further, vou say, » 

“It appears, however, that you have just discovered that you 
have been paying the debts of the O/d Union, otherwise, the liabi- 
lities of your fathers. But have you not also discovered, that you 
have not yet paid shillings, where your fathets paid pounds, in 
handing down the trade with its emoluments to you? Where 
{ you have laboured hours, your fathers laboured days and nights ; 
j and have you no benefits from their payments—no advantage? 

from their labours? Was it not your fathers’ exertions that ob- 
tained an equalization of prices through the Potteries, twelve 
years ago, and a price list sanctioned by manufacturers that raised 
the prices throughout 5s. per week ? You are in receipt of more 





Did they go away empty handed, as our’s left you? Were they | than 2s. 6d. for every halfpenny you pay to the debts contracted 
insulted, as you insulted our’s? No! We lent you, when you } by your fathers. When you have paid as much, and laboured as 
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hard, as your fathers have done, in handing down the trade to 
you; when your exertions have earned for you, proscription, from 
both the master you have opposed and the workmen you have 
served, you may then say you hav: done your best. Again, when 
you have done as much in raising moncy to discharge the debts— 
when you have held as many mectings—-made it the chief matter 
of your publication—delivered as many speeches—travelled as 
many miles, and spent as much money, as you have done in the 
emigration scheme, you may say, “ We have done our best!”’ 
with something like truth, and you may add, “ we have done our 
duty!" 

To all this, we briefly state, that we do not question 
the great good that our fathers have done for us; but, 
with all their power, they could not obstruct the intio- 
duction of the Allowance System, which extracted 
threepence, fourpence, fivepence, and, in some instances, 
sixp nce ia the shilling out of our weekly earnings. 
This, to us, is a matter of sume sorrow as it has cost us 
many pounds to destroy that system, which otherwise 


prevent them frem porting with their funds as foolithly as we have 
done, and had we refused, we should have ccnsidencd curselves 
blameable ; Lut ycu surely will not blame vs fer not y;ublishirg 
your ingratitude, so glaringly as the statement makes it appear! 
Now it is publiched, make the best of it, if it is capable of 
} mending, which we much question—about as much as we do 
your sincerity. 

The “ Frew on our board” whe, you say, were pre- 
{vented from srving you, by our “ bollyings and in- 
| eulte,” deny the charge, by etating, that tle ~ bullyings 
and ineults,” to which they were subjected, came from 
the much-ipjured “ Nobsticks,” and not from the Cen- 
tral Committee. We must, the refore, leave ycu to settle 
this matter w'th those, with whom you cannot help 
sy mpatl izing. 

In rej ly to the statement, that it cost you £140 to 
obtain £157 Gs. 34d., we beg to state, that it is untrue. 
You expended, according to your own statement, £127 





might have been applied towards the cancelling of your ; in the skort space of twelve weeks. ‘This large expen- 


claims. 
in our fathers, or the misapplication of it, when they 
had any, we are always placed in difficullies. By some 


But, so it is! What with the want of power | diture, we bave no hesitation in saying, was gone to for 


the purpose of opposing “the plans” of our society, and 
not for the purpose of assisting us to cance] your claims. 


strange fatality, they cannot help leaving us in a worse | We paid you £60, as we have stated Lefore, whilst you 


position than what they were in, themselves. 


They | were expending £127 in doirg us all the injury you 


must have been in want of LAND, or sense, or some-| could. If you had stated, that it cost you £140 to stop 


thing. 
wise man must acknowledge ‘tw be a very sage con- 
clusion. 

You next state, and we beg to call your particular 
attention to this, that, 

‘In the plenitude of your misrepresentations, you endeavour to 
make it appear, that when we alluded to “‘ noble heads and honest 
hearts,” we were lauding the committee at the Sea Lion. You 
knew at the time, that the remark had allusion on/y to the few on 
your board, who for a time endeavoured to serve our cause, until 
they were prevented by your “ budlyings and insults.” ‘The ad- 
dress was to you, not to the Sea Lion committee. But this wilful 
misrepresentation you designed to deceive your members, and to 
get them to direct their misguided vengeance on a party scarcely 
furmed. Weenvy not the man, or body of men, who could so 
deliberately make such an endeavour to injure those who are still 
suffering from their efforts to serve their fellow men; especially 
when we consider that such an attempt is made by those partly, 
who have so narrowly escaped similar proscription and inconve- 
nience. By the time you have done a fractional part as much to 
serve your fellow workmen, as those you seek to injure, and suffer 
the same fate, you will cry, ‘‘ Hold—enovgh!” By the time you 
have been injured, neglected, and betrayed — opposed by masters 
and neglected by men—you will know something of mankind, and 


we should hope be less ready to heap insult on those already ruined | 


in consequence of the part they may have taken in working men’s 
affairs But more of this hereaftcr: let us pass on to notice ano- 
ther spicy bit of your hypocricy, wrapped up in the following com- 
plaint:—“ This sum should have been made publicly known through 
the médium of your address. We think you have done us much 
injustice, in not making it known.” Can any person suppose, that 
what is assumed in this complaint is real? Can any one for a 
single moment suppose, that a party such as you are, co ld be 
offended at our not publishing to the world that we had r ceived 
£137 6s. 3$d., and that it had cost us to get it about £140, 
leaving us minus a few pounds' This is a pretty statement for 
you to pretend offence at not being published! We really don’t 
know the meaning of the term “ injustice,’’ as used in this com- 
plaint Talk of “writing run mad!’ Never was such a speci- 
men exhibited to the world, unless the production of some maniac, 


or of some one gone mad with toild schemes and fanciful delusions!\ your justice to all will be. ' 
s a ceution to other trades, to} we found you £2,000; when we applied te you, you repaid us 


Had ‘you desired us to publish it « 


But, as we said before, so it is! which every | ovr paying the woney to yon, which we are now payee 


to other creditcrs, there would have been some truth in 
the statement. But this would be too near to fact; and 
| so you must talk of “ writing run mad,” as though you 
were identified with that 
“Up rouse ye then 
My merry, merry men” 

production, which graced the columns of the Mircury 
some short time back. But of this, we are certain you 
are not; as that highly intellectual ard learned morcecu 
came from the “ Committee Room, Sra Licn Inn, Han- 
ley,” from whence your productions do uot cone. 

Agzin ;— 

“We have in our time had to co with many men, and frem dif- 
ferent parts of the country, but we never met with your equals. 
You are as full of deception and evasicn as you are fice frem vir- 
tue and honcur. When we complain of your c nduct sinee Sep- 
tember last, you bring forward a string of resolutions to controvert 
our complaint, passed /ast July and the months preceding ! When 
you promise to fry to get us additional help, you go to your 
Lodges, and teil them we have been using strong language! 
When we complain of your small payments, you turn upon us, 
and say “‘ Old Board!” When you profess to oppose machinery, 
you commence to raise a large fund to go to America with. And 
80 on you proceed, by a sort of crooked-legged justice and warped 
policy, understood by neither man nor beast. 

Thank you, gentlemen ; we feel particularly obliged 
to you, for the correctness of your statements and the 
civility of your language, whicb, all who read will be 
able to appreciate. 

“You remarked that your organization is of a peculiar kind. 
Why did you not say, your dispositions also? Because you will 
not be just to one, you say you will be just to all!—because we 
have been at such expense to get a halfpenny from you, you will 
pay the halfpenny to London! You will be just to London at our 
expense, and out of spite to us! We will here treat you with a 
sample of jour justice to ws, an idea may then be formed of what 
When you applied to us for assistance 
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£137. But to get this we had to spend about £140. Tis is 
** central” justicemwhat can equal it? This is bearing part of 
our expenses, until we “‘ threatened’ you! by stating that if you 
did not do more for us, we could not satisfy our Societies. But to 
proceed. You may still insult the five thousand potters you can- 
not command, by calling them black-legged and black-hearted ; 
you may do your utmost to stifle the cries of the injured thousands 
in Suetticld; you may keep closed the mouth of the neglected at 
home; you may try to prevent truth and honourable feeling from 
finding its way to your members, by closing your Examiner against 
us; but such conduct will fail to ‘‘ conserve” your society; on 
the contrary, it will tend to harass and perplex the minds of those 
whose chimeras have driven them to the promotion of such dis- 
honourable, selfish, and unworthy conduct. However, as you 
admit that you have no identity of opinion with truth, we will 
leave you to the “ thorns that in your bosoms lodge, to prick and 
sting you.” 

Again, we thank you; but in doing so, we cannot 
help asking, did it never run in your heads, that, if 
‘*the five thousand potters, WE CANNOT COM- 
MAND,” and whom we so cruelly use, “ by calling 
them black-legged and black-hearted,” had paid the 
same, as we have done, your claims would have been 
one half cancelled ? Poor Fellows! We shall begin to 
offer premiums for “ Nubsticks ;’ and the higest price 
thall be given for those, who never have paid, and who 
never intend to pay, a single farthing towards cancelling 
the Old Union's Debts. This would be a highly, rea- 


sonable step to take ; and would be well understood by | 


all the orders of creation, from man to “ beast.” 

More ;— 

“That it will “jeopardise the safety of your society,” by 
honourably endeavouring to maintain your credit with us, is what 
we cannot possibly discover ; for we have always found, that the 
best means to strengthen the bonds of our unions, to increase 
their support, and give the best guarantee for their safety, is to 
awaken in our members a full and proper sense of their moral 
duties as sons, as fathers, as dependents upon their particular 
trades, as members of the working class generally, and as citizens 
of the world. To preserve these relationships with honour and 
credit to ourselves, has been the unvaried endeavour of the Shef- 
field trades. But knowing our present liabilities, and seeing what 
is now coming fast upon us, we have been absolutely compelled to 
seek a return of the monies lent to the Potters about eight years 
ago; and we are met with the cry of “Plans in danger!’’ Our 
appeals you call force; and this a pretext for withdrawing your 
sympathies. But this is not all; you assume an insolvent and 
menacing position, and threaten us with your intention “ to do 
justice” to other claims. Such threat would give us no annoy- 
ance, did we not by it discover your own depravity ; for who, pos- 
sessing the least discernment, but will see that “justice” in this 
case is merely made use of as a mask, while resentment to us is 
the only thing. 

It was not out of resentment to you, that we took the 
step, complained of ; but out of fear, that the money, 
we paid to you, would be turned against ourselves ; 
which fear, we were justified in entertaining, from the 
fact of your having expended £127 in twelve weeks, in 
a manner that would “jeopardize the safety of our so- 
ciety.” We also theught, that the debt of a penny had 
equally as strong a claim on us, upon principle, as the 
debt of a £1. 

(The Central Committee is informed, that we cannot by any 
possibility insert the whole of their communications this week ; 
we shall, therefore, be compelled to break off here, and to insert 
the remainder in our next number. Ed.) 


; THE GARDENERS. 
| Mr. Editor,—We wish to avail ourselves of every opportunity, 
| that may present itself, within the limits of our reach, to give 
) publicity to any thing, that has a reference to union, or to the 
uniting of the working classes together, for united and general 
good, Your useful organ, or periodical, is the only means we can 
effectually use for this purpose; and as a great number of your 
subscribers are immediately concerned, yourself and printer being 
} part and parcel of the body, you will therefore just favour us 
| with a small space for this scrap. 
| The present communication has a reference to the Body of 
| Gardeners; a secret order of no mean character in this locality 
| In fact, the improvements, recently made, cementing what was 
termed the nev and old orders together, gives us a feature and posi- 
tion, amongst secret orders, second to none in the world, of the 
kind, in point of principle. 

But there existed a very extensive order, to the north and west 
of this kingdom, numbering some 20 thousands; the only differ- 
ence between whom and the Gardeners of this society was in name, 
and in some simple, none-essential particulars in the details of 
the society. 

The Loyal Independent and United Order of Gardeners heard 
of the Ancient Free Gardeners; and a union seemed to be 
desirable. Some of the officials of each body took the thing into 
their serious consideration, and a personal interview between the 
parties was the consequence, which brought the question into a 
business form. Committees, on each side, were appointed to 
meet on Tuesday the 11th instant, ata central point, to discuss 
the desirability and practicability of a union of the two bodies, to 
suggest such plans, to their respective societies as they might 
deem proper. 

Accordingly the small town of Wilmslow was the spot selected, 
| where fourteen, that is.seven from each body met; and after en- 
tering each other into their respectives mysteries they proceeded 
to business, and where unanimous in their views upon the subject 
of union, as the following points agreed upon by all will prove. 

Ist. That it was desirable ; 
2nd. That it was practicable; and 
3rd. That it should be attempted. 

Several proposition were passed to the above effect, which will 
be brought before the Annual Grand Lodges, upon Monday, the 
13th of May, as each society meets on that day. 

The Grand Lodges will be moved to appoint a committee of equal 
numbers, seven on each side, with full power to accomplish the 
union ; to draw up new rules; and to manage the entire reorga- 
nization of the bodies into one: or out of the two orders to form 
one, if not superior to any in existence of the kind, to be equal to 
the best. This is possible, and will no doubt, be the ead, aimed 
at by the committee. 

Avoiding those things, that has led to the ruin of many institu- 
tions of the kind; and adopting all that is excellent in any one. 
or all, of the rest of such societies, the working class may expect 
something new and permanently good, from the uni«n of these 
orders, or the organization of a new one out of two so numerous 
and influential bodies; extending, as they will, from one end of 
the empire to the other 

Hoping, that the whole power of the mind belonging to each 
society, will be brought to bear on this important subject. 

I beg to subscribe myself 
A GARDENER, | 


THE LAW OF VENEZUELA RELATING TO 
EMIGRATION, 
(Continued from our last) 

Article 11.—The undertakers of emigration who may receive 
aid from government, must take care that the Emigrants meet 
with lodging and assistance in the port where they may arrive, 
and that this be continued unto them until they be established ou 
the spot where they are to reside, under the penalty of paying to 
the emigration fund double the cost of the aid provided in case 
of failure therein, by the reapective commissioners of govern- 
} ment. 
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Privileges of Emigrants. 

Article 12.—Parties undertaking to introduce Emigrants, and 
wiro intend to hold them under their own immediate direction, or 
that of other confidential persons, with a view to the formation of 
communities, must indispensably announce this intention before 
such authority as the executive shall appoint, at the time of their 
intreduction to the country, presenting their contracts with the 
said Emigrants, in which must appear all the obligations and re- 
ciprocal rights that constitute their authority over such Emigrants 
as their immediate head. 

Article 13.—The power of the heads of these communities shall 
not exceed that which a householder has by the laws over his ser- 
vants, nor can such power be transferred to another, without the 
consent of the Emigrants, which must appear in the deed of 
transfer 

Article 14.—The heads of these communities shall exercise the 
attributes of commissaries of police within their respective boun- 
daries, providing the families residing therein do amount to four, 
and that of a justice of peace provided they exceed ten. 

Article 15.—Should the parties who introduce Emigrants, not 
desire to hold them under their awn immediate. direction or that 
of other confidential parties, and thus the Emigrants be left with- 
eut a chief in their respective communities, these may elect one 
from their own body, annually, by a majority of votes. The elec- 
toral meeting must be presided over by the political chief of the 
eanton, or by such person as he may appoint, and the party elec- 
ted shall exercise the attributes of commissary of police (consta- 
ble), or justice of the peace, as the case may be, according to the 
lith Article. 

Article 16.—The communities thus ruled over by their own 
chiefs, shall be exempt, for the space of fifteen years, from al! 
burthens; from military and all other public service, from all 
national and municipal capitation tax, with the exception of such 
burthens or taxes as they may themselves impose or admit for 
their own use or convenience. On the expiration of these fifteen 
years these communities shall be ruled in every respect according 
to the laws of the republic. 

Article 17.—From the day of the arrival of the Emigrants they 
shall be citizens of the republic, without any necessity for com- 
plying with those requisites which the law has established for this 
purpose. They may celebrate marriages with each other accord- 
ing to the laws and customs of the countries from whence they 
proceed until this point be adjusted by a special law of the repub- 
lic. They may likewise fulfil publicly or privately as they may 
think fit all duties of the religion they may profess. 

Article 18.—Such Emigrants as may be located apart from 
communities are exempt from all duties of military service or of 
any public nature for fifteen years, and may also obtain lands in 
like manner as those granted to the parties who undertake to 
introduce Emigrants. 

Arti@e 19.—Such Emigrants as may live (exist or reside) either 
in ccmmunities or apart from them in their individual capacity, 
without the aid and support of an emigration agent, shall be pro- 
tected by the government, provided they need its protection in 
oider to remain in the country; the government providing at the 
same time that such expenses as it may incur on their behaff shall | 
be repaid by reasonable instalments under such precautions as it 
may deem expedient. i 

Article 20.—In case the Emigrants shall not have received | 
public lands in consequence of having mortgaged their personal 

ervices from. the moment of their arrival in the country; such 
fand shall be given to them on the expiration of their contracts. 
And in the meanwhile the respective authorities shall protect them 
n order that the parties whom they serve do strictly comply with 
he obligations imposed on them by their contracts. This pro- 


ection imposes likewise on the emigrants the duty of complying 
eigiously with all the obligations they may have contracted, to 
hich they shall be compelled by the respective authorities, who 
will proceed in such cases as well as in the others set forth in this 
rticle by verbal process. 

Article 2\.—The law of the 19th of May, 1837, on this subject 





y annulled. 
Dene in Caracas on the 6th of May, 1810. 


eta tetera pei nnn Ora 


Francisco Arenda, President of the Senate ; 
Juan Gepamuceno Chaves, President of the Chamber of Repre- 
sentatives; 
J. A. Freyere, Secretary of the Senate; 
Rafael Acevedo, Secretary of the Chamber of Representatives. 
Government House, Caracas, May 12, 1840, Eleventh year of 
the Republic, Thirtieth year of Independence. 
Let it be executed, Jose IT. Paez 
Countersigned by the Secretary of State for the Home Depart. 
ment and of Justice, Angel Quintero. 


The Potters’ Examiner, 
And Workman’: Advocate, Fesrvary 22np, 1845. 


Our plans are steadily progressing. Every succeeding day 
brings us nearer to the great object of our wishes;—namely, the 
purchase of Twelve Thousand Acres of Land in one of the most 
free and fertile countries of the known world. There is now a 
settled determination in the minds of working potters to become 
| possessed of this land; and that determination will ultimately 
{carry them to the consummation of all their wishes. The Five 
Thousand Pounds’ Fund is steadily adding to our pecuniary 
strength ; and those, who are desirous of introducing machinery, 
are eagerly watching the progress of our cause. Let them watch! 
The struggle must come sooner or later ; and if there be one wish, 
nearer our heart than another, it is, that working potters may be 
prepared to mect that struggle. 





PROGRESS OF TRADB REFORM. 
Public Meetings. 

The gencral, public, district meetings, convened by the Central 
} Executive of our society, for the purpose of receiving a le. ture on 
} the necessity of paying off all Union Debts; the consistency and 
‘honourable conduct of the Central Committee in their endeavour 

to pay these debts; and the impolicy, not to say wickedness, of 
jan attempt to destroy the present combination amongst working 
} potters, because a larger sum than £137 could not be obtained in 
ithe past year, towards cancelling the Old Union’s Debts, came 
| off, according to announcement, in the several districts of this 
| locality, in the past and present week. 

These meetings would not have been convened, were it not for 

\ the objections, urged against the proceedings of the Central Com- 
} mittee of our society, by individuals, who held a similar course of 
meetings some short time back; at which meetings, the objec- 
} tions, referred to, were made. 
} Itis no part of the policy of our society to obstruct the efforts 
} of any individual, or body of individuals, to obtain what money, 
| they can, towards the liquidation of the Old Union’s Debts, and 
to apply that money to the cancelling of the claims of whatever 
} creditors, they please; but it is our determination to stand on the 
honesty of our intentions and the justice of our cause; and should 
| any individual, or set of individuals, seek to malign the proceed- 
ings of our society, it is the intention of the Central Committee to 
| defend those proceedings to the utmost of their ability. Hence 
| the origin of the late general meetings of the potters of these 
districts. False statements having been publicly made, relative to 
the halfpenny levy, and other matters entered into by the Central 
Committee, it was resolved, that the refutation of these misstate- 
ments should be made as publicly as the falsehoods themselves 
had been. It was also thought advisable, that the sense of potters 
generally, as to the justice of our proceedings, as @ trade's so- 
ciety, should be obtained. Votes of confidence and commenda- 
tion in the officers of our society, were therefore proposed, and 
carried, it may be said, unanimously. One or two solitary excep- 
tions. existed, in which parties did not vote at all. 

The ‘Tunstall and Hanley meetings were but thinly attended ; 
but the Burslem, Stoke, Fenton, and Longton meetings, were very 
well filled. 

Discussion being invited at the close of each lecture, some warm 
debates took place at Burslem, Hanley, and Stoke, which, we be- 
lieve, tended much to clear from the minds of many individuals 

‘ the fulse impressions, made upon them, relative to the proceedings 
fof the Central Committee. 
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Were we inclined to make a boast of the success of our society 
at these meetings, we might make a parade of the whole; but we 
desire not display, but truth! Justice to all! is our motto; and 
we live in hope, that the time is not far distant, when every far- 
thing of the Old Union's Debts shall be honourably cancelled. At 
least, the efforts of the United Branches of Operative Potters 
shall not be wanting to consummate this honest and praiseworthy 
purpose. “Those debts were contracted for the benefit of the 
trade; it is, therefore, the duty of the trade, sooner or later, to see 
those debts paid.” 


EMIGRATION.—Letrer No. XXXVI. 
Lancas‘er, Erie County, 
New York State, North America, 
July 28th, 1344. 

Dean Brotraen,—It is with pleasure, that I now write to you, 
hoping these few lines will find you and your family in good 
heilth, as they leave me at present,—thank God for it! 

Dear Brother, I feel anxious that you should come over to this 
eountry, from a conviction that you, with your family, would do far 
better then it is possible for you to do in England, under the pre- 
sent state of things, that exist there. 

Dear Brother, I wish you to send me word, particularly, whether, 
or not, you have made up your mind to come; and, if so, to send 
me word what money you shall require, to bring out your family 
avi my youngest sister and brother, if the latter will come. But 
be sure to bring my sister with you. I am prepared to send you 
£15 or £16; besides which, if all he well, I shall have a house 
in which to receive you, with a cow, or two, by the time you 
eome. I like the country well; and the part, where we are, is 
very healthful. The summer is some degrees hotter then it is in 
England, and the winter colder; but there is little or no inconve- 
nience experieced from it. It is, as you have often heard repre- 
sented, A LAND oP PpteNnTY! The generality of living, in this 
country, is equal to the first gentlemen's table in England, Flour 
is 34. dollars per barrel; butter 3$1. per pound; flesh meat, of 
ail kinds, from 1d. to 2d, per lb; tea, sugar, coffee, tobaceo, eggs, 
geese, ducks, fowl, all proportionately low. There is certainly not 
that diversity of scenes here, as you have; we never hear the 
chanting of a famishing father and mother, with their children, 
singing in the streets for a morsel of bread. I have seen no beg- 
gars yet. Poverty seems not only a day’s, byt a month's, march 
behiud. I am now working for Challonor and intend doing so 
for the present. I am falling trees, and getting logs to the mill, 
yeady for cutting up. We have generally two yokes of oxen, 
which answer better than horses in the woods. The mill started on 


Saturday, the 27th. The engine went off first rate, as they say in | 
this country; and no doubt will be an excellent speculation. Give \ 


my kind and best respects to all my dear relations, and all en- 
quiring friends, Be sure you send me word whether, or not, my 


brother John has left for America; and if he has, send word to | 


what part he has gone, as [ am desirous to know, I shall now 
conclude, as you will hear from me again. Be sure you write by 
return of post; and send me all particulars, how things are going 
on. I am yours affectionately, 

Henry Rosingon. 


Lancaster, Erie County, 
New York State, North America, 
July 28th, 1844. 





resurrection, when the sea shall give up her dead! But I thank 
| God, that we were conveyed in safety, and permitted to land on 
| these shores, for which I have long desired: and, to the present, 
I have every reason to believe, that our coming was in the order 
of God’s providence. We reached Buffalo on the 4th of May; 
and on the 6th they brought out a waggon, and took us to Lancas- 
ter, where we were gladly received by our old friends, with an 
hospitable reception. I got work in Buffalo about a week after we 
arrived, at 10s. per day. I have been at work. here ever since. 
10s, of this money is about 5s. 7d. English. I found the average 
of the price of provisions less than one half of what it is in Eng- 
land, as you may see from the statement in Henry’s letter. At 
present, we are living at Lancaster in a good house, rent free. We 
have three boarders belonging to the man that owns the house :— 
he is possessed of a great deal of land here. Challonors bought their 
land of him; and it is not unlikely, but that I may have 50 acres. We 
have a cow; and, this week, we intend to have a pig, or two. We 
have only one hen and eleven chickens at present. I have re- 
ceived all cash, and no store-pay, for my labour; but it is not the 
cise with all. There is a good deal of store-pay. I might say 
also, that our money ran short, in carrying us up the country, 
from New York to Buffalo. I had, therefore, to write from 
Seracuse to my friends, desiring them to meet me at Buffalo, and 
to lend me 15 dollars, which they did. That money I have now 
paid back, together with 6 dollars for another purpose, which 
woald have been impossible for me to have done in England, and, 
although I left England under circumstaaces the most painful to 
my mind, I trust, if the Lord spares my life, I shall soon be en- 
abled to satisfy every claim, and to relieve my mind of a burden, 
I have long sustained.—As I intend these few lines for all my 
friends, at Fenton, please to show them to my friend Wm. Ellis 
and Wife, and I hope he will excuse me for not writing sooner, 
as I wished to get some knowledge of the country, and to make 
myself acquainted with the customs and prospects of things, 
generally. With referance to Potting, there is very little, at pre- 
sent, in this neighbourhood, only some brown ware, that is gotten 
up at Buffalo. It is my opinion, that, if you were out here, Josiah 
and you might commence for a small capital, and do yourselves 
good, as I am informed, there is an excellent profit on potting 
ware. But there is no doubt you could do first-rate at Illinois, 
or else Pitsburgh,' or other parts of the West. We are not so far 
from Pitsburgh; and, if you intend coming, I should like you to 
} come by Lancaster. Iam thinking of going west, as soon as cir- 
| cumstances will permit, to see, and know for myself. You can 
| fal'y rely on my word, I will do all in my power for you, and 
| you shalt have a home, until you can get employment. Give my 
respects to James Gorden and Wife, and Wm. Kelsail ; and inform 
| them, that they would do better‘in this country. If a man be in- 
| dustrious, he may have a house and some land of his own, which 
| is a priviledge you have not, neither must you have it in Eng- 
land. I promised to send Brother Gorden a letter, but let this 
suffice at present. I should esteem it a great favour to hear from 
him, but I should be more glad to see him. I send my best re- 
spects to my friends Benjamin Stubbs and Wife. I believe, if 

they were in this country, with their mangle and little shop, they 

would do well: and some of his receipts would be valuable. Tell 

him, when he is tired of England, to come to America. Give my 

best respects to Samuel Pratt and Wife. Tell him that painters 
| are doing well in this country. At Buffalo they have more work 








acetate aE 


My Dear Farenp,—As you and my friends at Fenton, no! then they cando, I think he might do well. My respects t 


doubt, have been expecting to hear from me, before this time, I 
take this opportunity, conjointly with Henry, of writing to you, 
hoping this letter will find you in the same good health, as it leaves 
me and my family at present; for which I thank Almighty God! 
—lI have not space to insert the particulars of our voyage, or I 
would do so, as, I think, they would be interesting to you, for I 
kept a journal, from which, at some future time, I may send you 


| John, Thomas and James Whiston. If they had their foundry in 
| this country, they would do far better then at Fenton, Prices are 
jm ich higher; aud their business is good. Things, generally, are 
| very much unproving in America. Give our best respects 
| Thomas Millington and Wife. George and Emma send their love 
} to George, William, and Sarah, who they wish were in America 

with them. Josiah and Wife join us in their best love to their 


the particulars. We left Liverpool on the 16th of March, and} Father and mother. Give our love to all enquiring friends.— 
landed at New York on the 22nd of April, after a voyage of 23 | Brother Gorden, please to give my particular respects to Brothess, 
days. We had some very rough weather, and heavy seas. Wej{John and Thomas Shearman. I should be glad to hear from 


had three deaths on board, and one birth. It was a solemn scene 
te witness the bodies of the dead committed to the Mighty Deep! 
where the billows must roll over them, until the m rning of the 


| them. 


I am yours affectionately, 
Sameuat GRrrritH. 
P. S. When you write, let me know how you are getting on 
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with the Chapel, and what Barker is now doing. S. G. 

N. B. I should be glad, if some of you would take a trip over 
and dine with us, next Sunday, as we are going to kill a calf this 
week. 8. G. 

A WORD FROM JOHN CHALLONOR. 

My Dear Friends,—I send my kind respects to you and all your 
families. Tell my dear Betsy, that I received her kind letter on 
the 22nd. instant, and that I shall write again in a few days, We 
have started our mill; and, I think with the blessing of God, I 
shall be able to come to see you next November, We are all in 
good health ; and desire to be remembered to all our friends. 
Yours affectionately, 

Joun CHALLONOR. 


OFFICIAL NOTICES. 
THE BURSLEM TURNERS. 
To the Central Commiittee of the United Branches of 
Operative Potters. 

Gentiemen,— We, the Burslem Lodge of Turners, 
having seen, with sorrow, several articles in the North 
Staffordshire Mercury, addressed to yeu, and purporting 
to come from the Trades of Sheffield, have resolved, 

That the attacks made upon you, by the Trades of 
Sheffield, through the medium of the North Staffordshire 
Mercury, are as unjust as they are uncalled for, contain- 
ing much abusive and insulting epithets; and, conse- 
quently, can not be passed, unnoticed by us, as a Lodge 
of Turners; we, therefore, pledge ourselves to support 
you to the utmost of our power, so long as you continue 
in the same honest and straightforward cou:se that you 
have heretofore done, by carrying out, as far as your 
means Will permit, the honest and equitable principle of 
JUSTICR To ALL! (Signed,) Chai: man. 
Also: — 

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF TURNERS. 
To the Central Committee, &c. 
(The same as the above.) 





Also :— 
THE STOKE FLAT-PRESSERS. 


Tu the Central Committee of the United Branches of | 


Operative Potters. 
Gentlemen,—.At a General Meeting of the Flat- 
Piessers’ Lodge of Stoke, it was resolved, 
That a vote of thanks and confidence be given to you, 
for the manly and honest discharge of your duties, as the 
leading executive of our society, coinciding, as we do, 


with all the business transacted by you, since the com- 


mencement of the present union; and urging, at the 
same time, that you persevere on, in the manner that 
you have done, composed, as you are, of delegates from 
each lodge, and discharging your duties as servants and 


not as rulers. (Signed,) ...... Chairman. 
Also :— 
THE HANLEY FLAT -PRESSERS. 
To the Central Committee of the United Branches of 
Operative Potters. 

Gentlemen,—The following resolution was passed by 
the Hanley Lodye of United Flat-Pressers : —viz., 

That this Lodge considers, that the Central Commit- 
tee of the United Branches of Operative Potters have 
done their duty, as an executive body; and whatever 
attack may be made upon them, ought to be repudiated 
by every working potter in these dist:icte, so long as 























































they continue in the same honest course, they have 


heretofore done. (Signed,) Chairman. 
Also :— 


oewete 


THE TUNSTALL PRINTERS 
To the Central Committee of the United Branches of 
Operative Potters. 

Geutlemen,—You will be pleased to accept the fol- 
lowing resolution, by the Tunstall] Lodge of Prin:ers :— 
That a vote of thanks be given to the Centre] Com- 
mittee for their unweafied exertions in doing justice to 
all, believing, as we do, that the steps you have taken, 
on the debt question, are just and equitable; and should 
you continue to act in the same straightiorward and 
honest course, you will ever have our confidence and 
esteem. (Signed,) Chairman. 
Also :— 


THE LONGTON TURNERS. 
To the Central Cummiitee of the United Branches of 
Operative Potters. 
Gentlemen,— We, the Longton Lodge of United 
Turners, having read, with pain, the address of the 
Sheffield Trades, inserted in the North Staffordshire 
Mercury of the 26th ult., and addressed to you, have 
resolved, 
That we consider that address ae highly calculated to 
sow the seeds of discord amongst us, as a body; and 
that we can, by no means, justify the conduct of the 
Sh ffield Trades in their present proce: dings, against 
you, as the Executive of our sociely ; believing, as we 
do, that you have vsed every Jaudable means to establish 
a fund, for the liquidation of all the debts, incurred by 
the late General Turnout. 
Also :— (Signed,) ...... Chairman. 
THE HANLEY HOLLOW- WARE PRESSERS. 
To the Central Committee of the United Branches of 
ayy Operative Potters. 
Restlved,That it is the opinion of this Lodge, that 
the abuse, heaped upon the Centra! Committee, by the 
Debt Committee of the Sheffield Trades, is not directed 
solely against them, bat that it is directed against the 
whole of our society, seeing that the direction, or power, 
of our Union is not in their hands, but in the local 
lodges. We, tlerefore, pledge ourselves to support the 
Central Committee in their present movements, and 
thereby shew that our confidence, in you, is still un- 
meved. (Signed,) ...... Chairman. 
Also :— 
THE BURSLEM HOLLOW - WARE PRESSERS. 
To the Central Committee of the United Branches of 
Operative Potters. 
Gentlemen, We, the members of the Black Liun 
Lodge of Hollow-Ware Pressers, having read, in the 
North Staffordshire Mercury, the letter, signed “ J. 
Kirk,” and addressed to you, feel it a duty, we owe to 
the leading Executive of our society, to rebut the calum- 
nious assertions, false statements, and gross perversion 
of fact therein contained, by unanimously expressing our 
decided disapprobation at the mean and sinister motives, 
that could induce the author, or authors, of that produc- 
tion, to put forth such unfounded statements, believing, 
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as we oda that that eddvess. was int ntended to excite a pre- | 


judice, and to bring in disrepu'e, your proceedings as 


the Ceutral Committee of our society, to ar niliiate our | 
union, and to impede, by every availab! 
progress of the Emigration Society. Such being Our | 
Opinion, we feei called upon to express our eatire con- 
fidence in your honesty of purpose and disinte:ested- 
ness of conduct, which have hitherto characterized your | 


EXAMINER, 


nn oe 


eo SOLOS COO 





SOO 


PROVISION STORE. 





- wees, the WWE ELAM COATES, 


MILES’ BANK, HANLEY, 


Begs to inform his friends and the public, that he has commenced 
business in the 


PROVISION LINE; 


proceedings ; and, further, that we pledge ourselves to | sad that he would be most happy in supplying those, who may 


continue our support, so long as you adhere to your pre- 

sent policy, and pursue the same course; ¥iz., doing | 
jastice to all. (Signed,) ...... Chairman. | 
Also : — } 

THE FENTON HOLLOW-WARE PRESSERS. 
To the Central Committee of the United Branches of 
Operative Putters. 

en,——We wish you to understand that the 
following resolu ion was unanimously passed by the 
Fenton Lodge of Hollow-Ware Pressers :--- 


Genthem 


favour him with their custom, 


WITH THE VERY BEST ARTICLES 
FLOUR, CHEESE », BACON, 


At the sewnces Coe prices. 
Lieensedl Bealer ' Tea, Coffee, Tobacco, 
c. ke. 





for your valuable aud indefatigable exertions in behalf 
of the working po‘ters of this empire; pledging our- 
selves, at the sdme time, «to support you, to the fullest 
extent in our power, against the vile machinations, and ; i 
libellous statements, of your enemies; and, sv long as | 
you foliow in the same honest course, to continue that | 
coufidence and support; believing, that, by so doing, 
we shall not only copserve our own society, but do jus- 
tice to all! (Signed,) ...... Chairman. 
Also :— 
THE SHAREHOLDERS OF THE EMIGRATION SOCIETY 
Are informed, that the General Monthly Meeting of their society | 
will take place on Monday evening next, at their Room, Talbot | 
Inn, Hanley. 
Also: — 

THE PRINTERS AND. _TRANSFPERERS OF STOKE 
Are informed, that a Tea Party will be held at Mr. John Beech’s, 
Red Lion Ian, Stoke, on Monday evening, March 3rd, 1845, in 
honour of those Fifteen Tranglerers who have so nobly struck 
work against the “ Rolling Monster,” at Burslem, and who are 
solicited to attend on the oecasion, when as many of qur friends 
as can make it convenient, in the other parts of the district, are 
requested to attend. 

Tea on the table at six o'clock. 

A Band of Music will be in attendance, as well as other enter- 

tainment’.—Tickets: Maies, Is.; ee 9d. each. 


) 
j 
j 
That a vote of thanks and confidence be given to you 
i 
} 
{ 


CHEAP HAT & CAP ESTABLISHMENT. 


FELLOW TOWNSMEN, 
YOU will consult your own interest, by trying the 


PATENT FRENCH VELVET HAT, 


Price 8s. and 10s,, equal to the best London Beaver, formerly 
sold at 24s. ; 


SPLENDID SHORT NAPS, 
from 4s, upwards; 
A GREAT VARIETY OF BEAVER BONNETS, 
from 3s. 6d., of the first fashion. 


ALL SORTS OF avers. in great variety. 


erve.— 


THE BANNER OF UNION. 


The bold banner of union's unfurl’d,— 
The redemption of mind is abroad ;— 
In accents of thunder, it speaks to the werld, 
That man is the image of God! 
Since creation first dawn’d upon earth, 
And the orbs tock their course in the skies, 
The banner of union, with them, got its birth ; 
‘ And with them, it shall wave, till it dies. 
It, majestic, has way’d thro’ many a breeze ; 
It has brav'd the rude blast of the storm ; 
Protection and shelter, the unionist sees, 
As the proud flag floats over his form. 
’Tis the i of God, that’s conferr’d upon man ;— 
"Tis the union of Godhead, he feels ;— 
’Tis the pure fire of freedom, ennobles his plan, 
As the victim of tyrants, he shields. 


Man joins with man, proud oppression to stem, 
And they battle the cause in their might; 

Their watch-wordis UNION! and woe unto them 
That would stand in defiance of right. 

The-chains of the slave shall asunder be torn ; 
‘The hearts of the weak shall be free ; 

And sadness, no more, shall gloom on the bright morn 
When triumphant the union will be! 

Ware on, thou proud flag! thou’rt the emblem of might! — 
When ‘united, we conquer our foes; 

And thousands, unborn, will hail the "glad sight, 
As onward thy bright streamer flows. 

The brave banner of union’s unfurl’d,— 
The redemption of mind is abroad,— 

In accents of thunder, it speaks to the world, 
That man is the image of God 

Tunstall Feb. 3rd 1845. J. M. 


‘NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS 

The Editor has misplaced the last payment of Mr. Minton’s 
Painters and Gilders to the Sheffield Debt:—A copy of the same 
would be thankfully received, and inserted in our next. 

The votes of confidence, not inserted this week, shall appear in our 
next, 

We are happy to learn,that our Swinton friends are going for- 
ward so spiritedly in the Five Thousand Pounds’ Fund Question. 
Agreeably to their desire, the extra cards have been forwarded. 
Let the little band of Stinton persevere in ther present course, and 
ali will yet be well. Myr, Barker's ‘machine shall be wmpotent in 














SALISBURY & Co's, 


Market place, Burslem, and corner of Tontine Street, Hanley. 





doing ws iury ! Let ed ne pay his levies, and the work is 





BATE, PRINTER, SHELTON. 
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